
THR E I GHTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE 

K-ANSAS 1-IERPETOLOGICAL SOCIE'I'Y 

2-3 NOVEMBER 
PRATT COMM"UNITY 

199.1 
COLLEGE 

Sat\l!d3y 1 2 N'Jvmnber 

~: 30ai1 

9 : JO~!il 

COFFEE & RFJ;IS'l'RATICll outside of Science Lecture 
Hall (Roo:! 23 ) of Pr~tt Cc:m:: Cc!lege. $2.00 
Regist fee. Bring a reusable iillq-aroid styrofoal!l 

WELCOlti:l i!lTRODUCTION 01 KHS om:ERS I and 
Ali~GU~~CEE~TS by ~ ... ~S P!esidt;!!t La.rry Zuckcnan, 

R::t;crt i.. 3iJll (BrHst:r USD } Hi - Sn:.~es (Jf the 
Ci;n~rrc~ Uatio~al G::assl~id:A Lcng rBrm S~udy . 

lO:Q5a.ll GRCOP Pi :O':~RAPH 

l0:40~n ,Jer-ry Hortl 1_KS Dept Wildl & Parks·; - Updated 
~?edes ::,i3tir:g;KS ThrP.&ter,e-:i: ~i.dtrr.1;ered & m!C. 

ll:05aJn Ken Eru.l\Son (KS Dept wild: « Parks) - Survey of 
r:a~ar~! Attitud'2s RB~Frrding ·rt:rcr:t.zne6 ar:d 
En·:liingmd Wildlife - iiith Special f:..~basis on Eerps 

"l,. ,, ..... 
i.J.t .. .J::W .:..my itiiler 1)opeka ) - 5::J~iaity + Firea."]S = Dead 

Reptils. 

11: 45am LU.SCH!! Fast Fvod to Haute Cllif.iine ( incl~:di!!g steaii 
tables) avaL!ble in Pratt - see local host member8 
for d:~ec:ions and sugges:icns. 

l :OOpn 

1:30pm 

Kl!S BUSINESS 11EETING & £LEC'I'ION OF OFFICERS FOR 
1932 1 i~ President Larrf Zucke.rman presiding. 

Ke!l Kc'Jn (Pittsburq St~ta ~:~iv ) - A Prelh!inary 
Si.l{v8y of the 8iriirumiental Reulth cf Riverine 
Vertebrate.s in Southeas'; Kansas. 

2:00pn ***~I'HOTE SPE..l..KERttt 
Victor Hutchison ( University of Oklahoma) - The 
ccnservaticn Biology of the African Goliath Frog 
u:onraua gcliath). ~- vidwtipe will follow. 

2:45piD Joseph T. collins (University of Kansas ) - !'he 
Revolution in Herpetology . 

J:IJOpn BREA..l\ -- reure ycur cups 1 avoic li'aste 

3: 20pE 

3:4 0pm 

4:20pm 

5: 3Gp 

David Edds (Emporia st Univ) - ~ccl0gy of Aquatic: 
Turtles in Southeast ~an:as . 

Paul Shipman & David Edds ( l:mpori a 3t Unh•; -
Be~avicr ant ~cc:cgy of an Alli~atJr S!!up~ir:g TaLt:c 
in Kanm. 

FP.EE-FOR-ALL B3RP SLIDE SHOli!!! :rLig ycur best lG 
cclor slides e;nd try to er.plai~ th!:m. 

DJ:."NER -- Ol'l ynnr c:.rn 

7:00pm SOCIAL :\!!TJ .~TICTDli -- 5rlnq u~ you;: p::j::; t i:t:·i, 
huddlf;d nasses cf gne:: bacr.s and bB pr;;pmd to ~p<:~d an 
e•Jer.ing 0! f:Ln ;wd f<mG-::aisin~ at t:'O ?:att EL~.:: :.ro;igA ;tE3 
West 5th) ·~- s2c tJ:;: :c:±z=:; or map f~r directi:n:~. We have 
secured the serendipitous se~vices and Sh1rp-to~g ;j ~, (i ~ it 
forked? j oi Joe C~l~i!E: aut.~or, raccntcur no:;!;;.rei!; a!ld 
just a nice guy tc au:tbr. off tte s':uf:: 'jDr. nave sii 
graciot.sly :lo:1ated. T!1e KS F.erp Society k;eps IJEilbershi~ =~~s 
so ~ow based on tbe pr·Jceed:: ~·f this ye"!rly !'!vent. \ih?.;:; 1·ou. 
ge: tc· the EH.s; knock twice c,nd tsll 'eJ! a~oe s;r.t ;:;c .• 

8: 3Cil.11 

?:i5am 

COJIF!m and REGISTP.!TION - outside of Science Lectur~ 
H:Jll (F.co; 23} Pratt Cor.munity Coll~ge--Rf.cyclc cups . 

Larry ZuckerJI!!i.IJ (KS Dept of \iildl ~ ?2k;) - 11~..
reqtla :ions 3nd ·::heir im9acu: en r.er~ i!:. Ka!!ES . 

9:30a:m R::ic Rundquist (Sedy1'ic~ c;,i.irrty Zoo ) ~ Re•:ovr~ ~u<\tiGn 
of the Status cf t~~ ~:ester~ :~~tto!'ll!outh 

( .~gkistrodon pisci\'Orus leucosto:ma) in Kansas, 

ll:OOaJii AruOU!UIJl.J::i~l' (Have a safe trip toile and thanksj 
Special Attractions: 
ttt Live alligator s!!apping turtle milable for -view ttt 

*** The KS Dept wildlife & Parks M:zse'.!lll will be op-:n Satilrday 
and Sunday from 8at-5pm. Phob)S of live herps may be ar:-anged 
- see host meibers for inf~rmation*** 

tttBear Creek Canon herp trir - Sunday afternoon - see eric 
Rundqui5t or tl1e sign-up sheet at t~e registration desk. ttt 
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SNAKES OF THE CIMARRON NATIONAL GRASSLAND: A LONG TERM STUDY 

by 

Robert L. Ball 
Brewster USD #314 

Brewster, Kansas 67732 

During the past six years, data were collected on the serpents of the Cimarron National Grassland. These data were 
compared with similar data gathered on the snakes of Texas County, Oklahoma. The two faunas were similar. However, 
there were many more prairie rattlesnakes and bull snakes observed in the panhandle of Oklahoma. Three species, the 
Texas longnose snake, the Kansas glossy snake. and the western hognose snake, were observed frequently. A total of 
five observations, including two voucher specimens, of the common kingsnake were made in the Grasslands. A 3-inch 
specimen of the western hognose snake was discovered DOR and appears to be the largest observed to date. Fossil fuel 
development, grazing, and recreation were all observed to have negative impacts on the serpents and other faunal 
components of the grasslands. 

SURVEY OF KANSANS' ATTITUDES REGARDING THREATENED AND ENDANGERED WILDLIFE, 
WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON HERPS 

by 

Ken Brunson 
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks 

Route l 
Pratt, Kansas 

During 1990, threatened and endangered species issues in Kansas gained prominent debate. Largely due to concerns 
over protecting reptiles, controversy over watershed lake development in southeast Kansas fueled debates and 
legislation. Partially because of these disputes, the Kansas Dep3ftrnent of Wildlife and Parks sponsored a survey of 
Kansas adults in the spring of 1991. The survey indicated overwhelming support for threatened and endangered species 
in Kansas and efforts to manage and protect them. 

THE REVOLUTION IN HERPETOLOGY 

by 

Joseph T. Collins 
Museum of Natural History 

University of Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 66045 

The application of principles of cladistics to systematic herpetology has had and will have a dramatic impact the 
understanding ofherp species. The author will present an overview on the possible ramifications of this "revolution" and 
how it will affect understanding of current relationships of amphibians and reptiles in the United States. 



ECOLOGY OF AQUA TIC TURTLES IN SOUTHEAST KANSAS 

by 

DavidEdds 
Division of Biological Sciences 

Emporia State University 
Emporia, Kansas 66801 

We sampled aquatic turtle communities with 186 collections in 41 counties in southeast and south-central Kansas 
from Apri11990 to September 1991 to investigate environmental correlates of turtle community structure, and incidence 
of turtle deformities. We captured 11 species, 33 county records for eight species, and new Kansas maxim urn size records 
for three species. We measured 32 environmental variables at each collection site. Amount of shade, total acidity, 
availability of basking areas, depth , current speed, and permanence of the water course were among the environmental 
factors most highly correlated with rurtle community composition. Incidence of defonnities was 10-14% in the Walnut 
and lower Arkansas compared to 6-7 % in the Verdigris, Marais des Cygnes, and Neosho River drainages. 

UPDATED SPECIES LISTING ON THE KANSAS THREATENED, ENDANGERED, AND SPECIES IN 
NEED OF CONSERVATION LIST 

by 

Jerry Horak 
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks 

P. 0. Box 1525 
Emporia, Kansas 66801 

The Kansas Nongame, Threatened, and Endangered species Act is 16 years old and, for the third time, the lists of 
endangered, threatened, and species-in-need-of-conservation (SIN C) are being evaluated and updated. The evaluation 
process started in February of 1991 with selection of a seven-person task force . The task force established procedures 
for petitioning the addition or removal of a species, or the change of status of an existing species within the lists. The 
petition application was sent to approximately 180 groups or individuals. From these applications, six herps, six fish, 26 
mussels, five insects, and six birds were petitioned. These species were then objectively eva! uated with a numerical rating 
system. The evaluated herps were the Alligator Snapping Turtle, Common Map Turtle, Eastern Hognose Snake, Kansas 
Glossy Snake, Timber Rattlesnake, and Northern Crawfish Frog. All the information for each species was then 
subjectively evaulated by the task force. 

THE CONSERVATION BIOLOGY OF THE AFRICAN GOLIATH FROG (CON RA UA GOLIA THO 

by 

Dr. Victor H. Hutchinson 
Department of Biology 
University of Oklahoma 

Norman, Oklahoma 

The speaker will present aspects of his research into the reproductive biology and conservation status of Conraua 
goliath in West Africa. A videotape of the frog in its native habitat will also be presented. 



A PRELIMINARY SURVEY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OF RIVERINE VERTEBRATES IN 
SOUTHEAST KANSAS 

by 

Ken Koon 
Department of Biology 

Pittsburg State University 
Pittsburg. Kansas 66762 

The purpose of this project is to evaluate the incidence of anatomical abnormalities in riverine vertebrates and to 
attempt to establish a relationship between that incidence and the sources of environmental contamination. Potential 
sources of pollution occur in La bette Creek, Neosho River, and other streams in southeast Kansas. Criteria that made sites 
usable for the survey were: access, ability to seine, habitat for amphibians, and good turtle habitat. Reference sites were 
picked far enough away to avoid overlap of individuals. At each site, sampling consisted of seining fish and capturing 
and tagging frogs, turtles, and snakes. Data analysis includes species type and richness, abundance, and percent 
anomalies. We expect that the contaminated sites will have a higher abundance of anomalies and reduced species 
composition and abundance compared to reference sites. 

STUPIDITY + FIREARMS = DEAD REPTILES 

Larry Miller 
920 Southwest 33rd Street 

Topeka, Kan!ias 66611 

On a tiip to the ChikaskiaRivernear Drury, Kansas during mid-August 1991 , numerous dead reptiles were observed. 
All appeared to have been shot. Photographic documentation of these events was made and Personal observations will 
be given and comments made. 

REEVALUATION OF THE STATUS OF THE WESTERN COTTONMOUTH (AGKISTRODON PIS
CIVORUS LEUCOSTOMA) IN KANSAS 

By 

Eric M Rundquist 
Department of Herpetology 

Sedgwick County Zoo 
5555 Zoo Boulevard 

Wichita, Kansas 67212 

The collection of two specimens of A. p. leucostoma in northeastern Cherokee County, Kansas during the late 
summer of 1991 forces a reevaluation of the taxon's status in the state. An historical overview of the species in Kansas 
and comments on the two new specimens will be given. 



BEHAVIOR AND ECOLOGY OF AN ALLIGATOR SNAPPING TURTLE IN KANSAS 

by 

Paul Shipman and David Edds 
Division of Biological Sciences 

Emporia State University 
Emporia, Kansas 66801 

We documented the behavior and ecology of an adult female Alligator Snapping Turtle, Macroclemys temmincf.d, 
captured in southeast Kansas. A biotelemetry study was initiated in June 1991 to study the turtle's habits and movement 
throughout the year. Prior to release, the specimen was weighed (24.7 kg), measured (50.8 em carapace, straight-line 
maximum) ,aged (45 years), and radiographed (not gravid). A fecal sample contained remnants ofmuskratandcrayfish. 
The turtle was fitted with ultrasonic transmitters, released at the site of capture, then monitored by using a digital receiver. 
Microhabitat characteristics measured at each location site included cover, vegetation, amount of shade, depth. cunent 
speed, and substrate type. This specimen had also been captured, measured, tagged, and released in 1986. Its seven river
kilometer upstream movement in five years provides support for the upstream migration hypothesis for this species. 
Preliminary data from our study also indicate an upstream progression by this animal. 

THE 1991 KHS FALL FIELD TRIP 

by 

Karen Toepfer 
303 West 39th Street 
Hays, Kansas 67601 

Slides and a light-hearted, tongue-in-cheekpresentation of 1991 Fall Field Trip to Linn County State lake will given. 


