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AJ.~NOUNCEMENTS 

New Aust ralian Herp Book 

The first major review of the biology of fro gs and re ptiles of 
Australia has now been published f rom the results of the 1984 Austral­
asian Herpetological Conference held in Sydney in August, 1984. The 
book is divided into eight sections covering population ecology , physio­
logical ecology, ecological biogeography, rare and endangered species, 
husbandry and captive breeding, r eproductive biology, the phyl oge ny of 
elapid snakes, and chromosomes and evolution . Frogs and Reptiles will 
be about 600 pages with at least 8 pa ges of color plates . Price is 
$Aus . 56. 00 plus postage . Order from Surrey Beatty & Sons Pty . Ltd., 
43- 45 Rickard Road, Chipping Norton, New South \Vales , 2170, Australia. 

Photo Contest 

Photographers can now add a little more challenge and possibly some 
money to their wildlife stalking e ffo rts. The Nongame Wildlife Program 
is starting an annual photo contest. An 8 x 10 f ramable copy of t he 
winning photograph will be available to those who contribute to t he 
Nongame Program. This pho t o will al s o be used on large pos t ers that 
will be dis played at various locations around the state to help publi­
cize t he Nongame Program. 

The species in t he winning photo will be designated as the fea t ured 
nongame species of the year. The candidat es for the 1986 nongame spe­
cies as selected by the Education Committee of the Nongame \Vildlife 
Citizens Advisory Council are the Meadowlark , Monarch Bu tterfly , and 
Orna te Box Turtle. 

Contest rules are as follows: 
1 . Ko dachrome color slides only. 
2. Submit slides of one or more of the three candidates to Joe 

Schaefer. 
3. Deadline fo r receiving slides is August 1, 1985 . 
4 . Slides will be judged by the Education Committee, Joe Schaefer, 

Wayne van Zwoll (editor of Kansas ~Ji ldlife ) , and Gene Br ehm 
(photographer for Kansas Wildlife). 

5. All slides wil be returned to owner. 
6. We cannot be responsible for any damage to slides. 
7. We reserve the right to copy and print slides for pur poses of 

promoting the Nongame Program. Appropriate photo credit will 
be given in publications. 

8. First prize--$100, second prize--$50 , third prize--$25. 
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Snake Venom Poisoning \vall Chart 

The Arizona Poison Information Center has available a 20" x 24" 
chart detailing assessment, laboratory tests, first - aid and medical 
treatment of bi tes by venomous snakes in the U. S . The full - color poster 
shows 24 of the venomous snakes most often implicated in bites on hu ­
mans . It was prepared by the American Association of Poison Control 
Centers ' Scientific Review Subcommittee (A.L . Picchioni, F.E . Russell, 
D. H. Hardy, D. B. Kunkel) and the Arizona Poison and Drug Information 
Center. It carr be ordered from: Wall Chart , Arizona Poison Information 
Center, Arizona Health Sciences Center, Room 320K, 1501 N. Campbell 
Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85724. Enclose check or money order for $8 . 50 for 
each chart, made payable to Arizona Poison Information Center . 

Zoo Research Expedition 

The Zoo and Aquarium Travel Association (ZATA) is offering a unique 
travel program to San Esteban Island in the Sea of Cortez off t he 
western coast of 11exico. Uembers of the Arizona-S onora Dese rt Nuseum , 
along with members of the research team of ZATA travelers, will observe 
and capture the endangered gian t chuckwallas that live on the island . 
This study is being conducted to study behavior and o t he r aspects of t he 
lizard's biology so that captive colonies of these animals can be main­
tained properly . 

Come and join one of the 11 day expeditions if you would like to do 
more than just visit a place and would like to get involved with a real 
zoo research program . The tax deductible price for this expedition is 
$1595, all inclusive, from Tucson. Departure dates are 31 Hay 19 85 , 
October 1985 (date to be announced), and 10 January 1986. From Tucson, 
after a tralnlng program, the group will travel by van t o Kino Bay , 
Mexico, and board the comfortable 120 foot Baja Explo rador, which will 
provide the accomodations during the stay. Side trips are planned for 
surrounding islands and there \-.'ill be plenty of time for snor keling , 
fishing and wildlife observation. Contact ZATA , 1776 Independence 
Court, Birmingham , AL 3521 6 for more information, or phone 1- 800- 633-
4734. 

Do Something Wild ..• In Your Backyard 

If you "do something wild" in you r backyard, the Kansas Fish and 
Game Commission would like to give you credit for it through the 
Backya rd Wildlife Hab itat Certification Program. This newly established 
program gives recogni tion to citizens \-lho improve living conditions for 
wildlife on t heir propert y . 

To receive a Backyard Wildlife Habitat Certificate and a colorful 
sign with the inscri ption "I DID SOHETHING \.JILD I N MY BACKYARD" on it, 
send the following information to Joe Schaefer, Urban Nongame Biologist, 
Kansas Fish and Game Commission, P.O . Box 4034, Wichi ta, KS 67204. 

1. Name 
2. Ma iling address 
3. Telephone number 
4. Add ress of property to be certified 
5. Proper t y size 
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6. A description of the way food, water, and cover are provided 
for wildlife. Include a list of the plants, feeders, fo od s, 
artificial houses, and natural cover you have provided. 
Mention any plans you have for future improvements. 

7. Photographs (slides preferred) and/or drawings of your backyard 
wildlife habitat improvements. Fish and Game will not be able 
to return slides or ~rawings, so be sure yo u have duplicates 
for your own use . 

The Backyard Wildlife Habitat Certificate Prog ram is not restricted 
to homeowners--wildlife requirements can be provided at many p~aces, 

including high- rise apartment balconies and businesses. 

New Book on Penns y lvania Biota 

A new publication , Species ~ Special Concern in Pennsylvania, has 
recently been published by the Carnegie Museum of Na tural History . It 
includes all of the endangered, threatened, and ex tirpa ted bi o ta of the 
state, including 18 species of amphibians and reptiles. Each species 
account contains information on distribution, habitat and ecolog y , t he 
basis for classification as a species of special concern, and recommen­
dations for future action. There is a distribution map fo r each s pe­
cies, and most are illustrated with black and white photogaphs. Hard­
bound, 430 pages, price $ 30 . 00 plus $1 . 00 shipping and handling from 
Publications Secretary, Carnegie Museum of Natural Histo r y , 4400 Fo rbes 
Avenue, Pittsburg, PA 15213. 

, 

Zoolog ical Catalogue of Australia 

Volume 1, Amphibia and Reptilia, of the Zoologi cal Catalogue is no1v 
available for US $33.00 post paid. Ul timately, this fift y volume series 
will list every name d species known from Australia, arranged t axonomi­
cally by family and genus, with s ynonomy , geog r aphic distribution , 
ecolog ical attributes, and references to literatu re on e cology , physi­
ology, and genetics. The Amphibia and Reptilia volume may be ordered 
f rom AGPS Mail Order Sa les, G.P. O. Box 84, Canberra, A. C. T . 2601, 
Australia . 

Tampa !.£ be Scene ~ Ne x t He r p t1eetings 

The combined meeting of t he Society for the Study of Amphibi ans and 
Rep tiles and the Herpeto logists' League is set for Tampa, Florida, from 
4-9 August 1985 , at the Un i versit y of South Florida. In addition to t he 
usual papers and such, this meeting lvill feature a Herpetology Exam wit h 
prizes, tour of Bush Gardens, updated Herpetologists, Past and Present 
slide shmv, field trip to Archbold Biological Station, HL Distinguished 
Herpetologist lecture by Dr. Carl Gans, a special presentation on "Natu­
ral Diversity and Progress: Amphibians and Reptiles in Florida" by Dr. 
Steven P. Christman, a worksho p on Gopherus polyphemus, and the 9th 
Annual Regional Herpetological Societies Conference (this year focusing 
on ,~thods to Enhance the Regional Herpetological Society"). Deadline 
for pre-registration is 10 June . For more information, contact Hary Ann 
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Solie, Continuing Education, CEB 012 , Unive rsit y of Sou t h Florida , 
Tampa , FL 33620, telephone (813)974- 2403. 

Zoo Keeper Training Program Announced 

The Dallas Zoo has begun a "Basic Keepe r Training Program" for its 
mammal, bird and he rp departments . The courses are based on assig ned 
reading that is self-administered, and keepers are test ed a t the end of 
each month- long section. Passage will be manda t o r y for all ne\vly hired 
keepers and must be completed prior to the end of their probationa r y 
period. The zoo is also hoping to establish an additional nonsupervi­
sory animal-keeping position for those employees that currently have 
limited career advancement opportunities. It is an tici pated t ha t the 
ne\v po sition \vill place an emphasis on resea rch and publications , r e ­
qui re passage of an advanced course and pa rtici pat i on in pr ofessional 
and bioloeical societies. For fu rt her information , contact Warren 
Iliff, Director, Dal las Zoo , 621 Eas t Clarendon, Dallas, TX 7520 3 . 
[From AAZPA Ne \vsle tter 26(6):16]. 

LATE NEWS BULLETIN 

Five snakes were stolen from the Sedgwick County Zoo 
on the night of May 24- 25. The animals taken were 
1 boa constrictor, 1 ball python and 3 Sinaloa n 
milksnakes. Anyone with information regarding these 
animals or the theft should contact the zo o . Positive 
identifications can be made of the milksnakes. 

James H. Marlett 
Curator I 
Sedgwick County Zoo 
(316) 942-2213 

KHS BRINGS YOU NE~vS OF THE HORLD AND BEYOND ... 

Papuan Pythons Ha tch 

The Knoxville Zoological Pa r k successfully hatched the Papuan py­
thon (Liasis papuanus) in Feb ruar y . The zoo houses one female , on loan 
from t he San Antonio Zoo, and two males, on loan from Herpetofauna 
International of Ho rs ham , Pennsylvania; and these are the only known 
s pecimens in the United S t ates. In addition onl y one other specimen is 
known outside of its native c ount r y. Two cycles of copulation were 
recorded; and on 12 Nove mbe r 1984, the female was found coiled a r ound a 
clutch of 22 eggs. On 7 Feb rua r y 1985, the first ha tc hling emerged. Of 
a t o tal of 22 eggs laid, 10 youn g survived and range in weight from 70 
to 115 g r ams and measure 22 t o 26 inches in leng th, with d i sposi tions 
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alert and aggressive . In addition to being a first captive- breeding, 
this hatching i s i mportant , in that it ensures the continued existence 
of this species in U. S. collections. One male \vas not involved in t his 
breeding, so an additional bloodline may eventually be established. 

--AAZPA Ne1vsletter 26(3) : 17 
(submitted by Ruth Gennrich , La1vr ence) 

The Salamanders ' Awful Fate 

Although not as sleek as the mountain lion, nor as regal as the 
peregri ne falcon, t he slithery black and yellow northern long-toed 
salamander is nonetheless ano t her of Alberta ' s rarest fauna . Group s 
numbering between 20 and 500 of the slender, four-inch- long, moun tain­
dwelling amphibians inhabit 16 kno1m locations scattered randomly along 
the eastern slope of the Rockies, with Jaspar the most northern outpost 
in a domain that stretches as far south as California. And nowhere in 
the world outside the shallow sloughs bordering the upper ext remities of 
Bow Valley Provincial Park, about 50 mile s due west of Calgary, does the 
long- toed salamander co- e xist with its more common and bulkier pra1r1e 
cousin, the striped tiger salamande r. Na turalists were therefore aghast 
last week when they discovered nearby Canada Cement Lafa r ge Ltd. was 
pressuring Improvement District 8 to rezone the land containing the 
unique grounds so the company can expand the adjacent g ravel ~nd shale 
quarrying operation it has carried on there for decades. 

The implications, say s University of Alberta Depa rtment of Forest 
Science associate professor James Butler, "are absolutely frightening. 
The population of this critical wildlife species must not be harmed or 
disturbed under any conditions . " 

Like any true wildlife advocate, Professor Butler argues that 
because the salamanders were there first, they have the more legitimate 
claim. They are believed to have s u rvived in protected pockets in the 
Rockies during g lacier times 10,000 yea rs a go , in isolated areas that 
didn't get covered by ice . As t he gl a ciers receded, they moved into the 
Bow Val ley because of the unusual "eco tone," or mixing area, t ha t exists 
between the mountains and the plain, with no intervening foothills. 
Their special flatland colony, about one- quarter of a mile long and 400 
feet wide, is tucked into the western corner of an ecologically sensi­
tive area some 10 times large r. Bordered on three sides by the proven­
cia! park, the site is separated from the cement company's present 
quarry by a railroad track. 

Th e salamanders' swampy horne, itself the result of gravel excava­
tion for railway construct ion in the 1900s, is strewn with abandoned 
wooden ties, ideal for the slipper y silver- specked, yellow- backed sala­
manders to hide under. The absence of outflowing water seepage helps 
the species proliferate by eliminating trout fingerling s, one of its 
worst predators. As well, contends the professor, the entire reg ion is 
important for other wildlife, especially the elk which winter and calve 
in its meadows, and nighthawks which nest in open areas between the 
ridges of pine and spruce trees. Long- toed salamanders were discovered 
there in 1977 by a natur alist , and the U of A started monitoring the 
site two years later. 

The improvement district 
zoning change on February 26, 
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sions . However, Pr ofessor Butler believes the quiet (albeit legal) 
manner in which the hearing was announced--via a ne\vspaper ad--did not 
adequately inform people of the proposal , and certainly omi tted any 
mention of the consequences to t he salamande r s . The district ' s six­
member advisory council, which reports directly to Municipal Affa irs 
Ministe r Julian Koziak, will meet soon to discuss the matter . 

--Alberta Report, 25 March 1985 
(submitted by Kate Shaw, Lawrence) 

Rare Salamanders Win Reprieve from Demolition 

A colony of rare long- toed salamanders 80 km west of Calgary has 
won a reprieve from a threat of having their home destr oyed by a cement 
company . 

The colony is the only known location where mountain- dwelling long­
toed salamanders co- exist with tiger salamanders, their more common 
prairie- dwelling cousins . 

Canada Cement has agreed to withdraw 24 to 28 hectares, including 
the pond, from a rezoning applica t ion, but will keep its lease on the 
land because in 30 to 40 years the shale will be needed to make cemen t, 
said company vice- president Bernard Bonneau, of Calgary. 

Jim Butler, a University of Alberta forest recreati on professor who 
championed the cause of the salamanders, was elated by t he cement compa­
ny ' s decision \vhich may allow time for a land swap . 

Butler, who commissioned special "save the salamanders" lapel but­
tons, said the agreement shows that even lowly pond dwellers have their 
place:' 

"It's probably symbolic of the growing concern for wildlife in 
general. All of our wildlife is important, \vhether it be habitat for 
the long- toed salamander or habitat for the bi ghorn s heep ." 

What of the salamanders, dug into the mud at the bottom of the 
pond? 

"I 
destiny 
he said. 

think t hey ' ve been hibernating quietly, unaware that their 
was in question and that they . . • could have ended up in cement," 

--The Edmonton Journal, 28 March 1985 
(submitted by David HcLeod, Fort Saskatchawan) 

Docs Remove Live Frog From Boy's Stomach 

Kids delight in the song about the old woman who S\vallowed a fl y-­
but one little boy who S\vallowed a tadpole only to have it mature into a 
frog inside his stomach \va s not at all thrilled. 

Rene Des out tier, 12, apparently sucked in a tiny tadpole while 
swimming and weeks later he had a powerful stomachache. 

Surgeon Rous Beloit said in astonishment: "I have removed all 
kinds of things from children's stomachs--safety pins, bottle caps, 
corks, erasers, bits of wood and metal--but a live fro g? Never!" 

Rene began his bid for a place in the medical record books by 
swimming in t he Kempisch Canal near nls home in Bouwel, Belgium. 

One of t he youngest members of his school swimming team, he trai ned 
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by putting in at least an hour of crawl, backstroke and breastscroke in 
the canal after school. 

"S\vallowing a fish hook from the canal I could understand," said 
Dr . Beloit. "Kids often step on them while swimming ." 

Rene says he had no idea he swallowed the tadpole, yet that is the 
only explanation for what happened . 

"It must"'ve been a very small one. I always swallow some water, 
especially \vhen I do the breaststroke." 

But several weeks after it go t too cold to swim, early last Oc to­
ber, Rene had his first stomach pain . 

"I thought it was just an excuse to avoid going co school," h is 
mother Melisande Desouttier said. 

"But \vhen he came home that day with his lunch in his -lunch box, 
uneaten, I realized he might be sick." 

The next afternoon, Rene was sent home from sc hool early, doubled 
up in pain. His mother took him to the doctor. 

"Because of the \vay the pains recurred, I suspected appendic tis," 
said Dr. Beloit. "But I decided to wait and see." 

A week later, Rene's pains were continuing and he was running a 
small temperature. The surgeon ordered X-rays , which revealed a very 
small, dark mass in the boy's stomach. 

The 12- year- old was given anesthesia and a thin, fiber-o ptic pr obe 
was threaded down his throat and into his stomach so t he surgeon could 
examine the foreign body. 

"I could hardly believe my eyes! Staring back at me from t he 
stomach was a frog's eye. What's more, it blinked!" the astonished 
doctor remembers. 

Rene was immediately operated on. Hhen the surgeon opened him up, 
he found a living baby frog, about two inches long. Dr. Beloi t careful­
ly lifted it out and placed it on an instrument tray . 

It blinked once, startled by the light, then hopped. The scrub 
nurse made a grab for it and missed as it hopped again, this time onto 
the floor. 

"I am certain this was the first time in the history 
that an entire operating team was distracted by a baby 
around after being removed from someone"'s stomach!" the 
eluded. 

of medicine 
frog jumping 
surgeon con-

Rene was released from the hospital a week later--and presented 
\vith the still-hopping frog to take home. Af ter s howing it off at 
school, he released it back into the canal. 

"The most amazing thing about Rene's frog," the doctor said af ter­
ward, "was that it survived the powerful acids inside his stomach." 

--The Sun, 7 Hay 1985 
( submitted by Thomas Moore, Lawrence) 

Species Survival Plan Report =:Puerto Rican Crested Toad 

The Puerto Rican crested toad (Bufo lemur) was designated as the 
first amphibian SSP (Species Survival Plan) species in February 1984. 
This program will serve as a model for the formulati o n of other future 
amphibian SSP's. 

Currently, there are ten institutions worldwide holding a total of 
32/33/34 specimens (males/females/juveniles]: Brookfield Zoo, Bufalo 
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Zoo, Cincinnati Zoo , Columbus Zoo , Fr ankfurt Zoo , Fort Wo rth Zoo , India­
napolis Zoo, Hayag uez Zoo , Toledo Zoo, and t1etro Toronto Zoo . The eight 
AAZPA ins t itutions are par t ic i pating i n t he SSP . 

A preliminary Studbook represen t ing 126 living and dead specimens 
has been as sembled with all holding institutions having r ecei ved a copy 
of their data for correction . Only t wo institutions have not r e s ponded 
with t heir feedbac k . It is anticipated that a final draft will be 
available in the nex t 4- 6 weeks . 

A Husbandry/Management l~nual wa s pr epa red and distributed t o a ll 
holding institutions in July 19 84 . Al though specific to the Puerto 
Rican crested t oad , this manual can be utilized for t he basic managemen t 
of a number of anuran species. The management manual was presented as a 
pape r at t he 1984 I n t e r na tional He r pe t olog ica l Symposium- (Co lumbus, 
Ohio) and will be published in the proceedings of · such . 

Genetic management for t his species is complicated by t he fact that 
vir tually al l captive toads de rive from only f our founde r s . Cur r en tly , 
the only exceptions are three new wild- caught males ob t ained in late 
August 1984 . These males were col lected a t Guanica in t he south of 
Puerto Rico . Ou r ori ginal four founders we r e collected a t Quebradillas 
in t he north of Puerto Rico. Differentiation has been noted in 
no rthern ve rsu s southern populations and a lack of gene tic flow between 
t he t wo populations has been contended. The refore, ka r yo t yp i ng and 
electrophoretic analysis will be employed to investiga t e \vhat genetic 
diffe rentiation migh t exist be t ween t he northern and southern region 
toads, before t hese a r e i ncor por ated into the breeding pr ojec t. A 1985 
collection pe r mit for the Guan ica site has been granted which will allow 
procurement of up to five adults f r om t he wild fo r captive propagation . 

Part of t he SSP program is to relese captive- br ed t oads back into 
suitable sites in the na tural r ange . A total of 806 ca ptive- br ed t oad­
lets were transported to Puerto Rico i n 1984; and of t hi s number, 792 
we re successfully released . Each indiv idual wa s toe cli pped fo r identi­
fication . A release site was selected so tha t it fell within the his ­
t ori c range of the species yet did not contain any known wild popula­
tion . This , in effect, would help to insure s u r v i vability of t he re­
l eased toadlets and yet , avoid genetic contamination of any free - r anging 
popula tion . Subsequent visits to the release site by Departmen t of 
Natural Resources (DNR) pe rs onne l have revealed appreciable survivorship 
of t he se t oadlets . 

Finally , there is more good ne\vS from the wild . Un til recentl y, 
the wild popula tion was believed extremely diminished and declining . 
However, a new population has r ecently been discovered at Guanica . 
Recent \vork conducted by the Puerto Rican DNR has discovered a subs tan­
tial population a t t his site. The sex ratio of males to females appears 
to be skewed, favoring males 4 : 1. The toads appear to migrate over 
great dis t ances to reach a single pond site (one tagged female was 
recaptured 4 km from the pond site). It is now felt t hat t he se t oads do 
not breed on an annual basi s and require specific clima tic conditions to 
trigger re production. 

A Propagation Gr oup meeting will be conducted a t the 1985 AAZPA 
Annual Confe rence, Co l ubus, Oh io . 

--AAZPA Newsletter 26(6) : 5- 6 , June 1985 
(submi tt ed by Ruth Gennrich) 
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FEATURE ARTICLES 

Thunder Snakes , Blow Vipers, and Others 

"He ' re looking for Alligator Snappers as part of a Fish and Game 
Commission study, ever see any around here?" I asked from the john boat 
as Kelly Irwin manned the helm . The man on the rive r bank, half ­
obscured from view by the dense underg rowth, looked puzzled. 

"You mean Hississippi Snappers?" 
I thought for a moment , then agreed . . . sometimes it doesn't pay to 

get technical. 
"Sure, there's one behind you right nmv," he went on. Sure enough, 

a snapping turtle floated to t he surface ten feet behind us,- snagged on 
the t r otline we were jus t beginning to check . -A feeling of stupidity 
was descending upon us. The snapper was, however, just a common snapper 
(Chelydra serpentina) . Later, a fishing buddy of the man on the river 
bank assured us that there were plenty of "gator- backs" around .. . he saw 
them crossing the roads every spring. Another name but the same turtle, 
unfortunately, not the t1acroclemmys we \vere looking for. 

This is illustrative of a habit people have of calling critters as 
they see them. Venacular names, common names . .. whatever you call them 
someone else is bound to call them something different . 

Before our three weeks of river- running were done I heard the 
Alligator Snapping Turtles (as well as its smaller cousins) referred to 
as moss-backs, gator- backs, alligator turtles, loggerheads, and Missis­
sippi snappers. As usual, the local folk referred to all painted, map 
and red- eared turtles as "mud turtles . " Softshells \vere the ubiquitous 
"leatherbacks." Host people seemed capable of distinguishing one spe­
cies from the next, it was just that the names were interchangeable. 

Snakes get stuck with more misnomers than any other sort of herp. 
Hhen I was a kid I caught a juvenile racer, (Coluber sp.) that was 
referred to by the local snake expert (an old man \vho loafed in front of 
the pool hall) as a "thunder snake." It is interesting that this par­
ticular name is noted by Conant (19 75) as being applied to the common 
king snake, (Lampropeltis getulus). 

I've rescued dozens of ho gnose snakes (Heterodon) that were being 
held at bay by hoe-wielding old women who proclaimed them to be hissing 
sand snakes, blow vipers, puff adders, spreading adders, and even co­
bras. 

But when someone calls out "Cobra!" it never pays to jump to con­
clusions. Sherm Ketcham of the Uilwaukee County Zoo told me of a call 
they received from a frantic \vOman who was being terrorized by a huge 
"cobra." Sherm, with his usual lack of rapidity, responded to the 
hognose call in due time . Arriving at the home, he saw that a crmvd had 
ga thered to watch the event, as they often times do. It was in t he 
garage , he was told, brown in color and five feet long . The novice 
would have thought a record size eastern hognose lurked within, but 
Sherm put the great size down to the magnification that comes with a 
fear of snakes and an untrained observer, and assumed it was probably 
every bit of t\vO feet long. Confidently, he rolled away the bushel 
baskets the snake had taken refuge behind and was somewhat startled by 
t he aspiration of a full - gro\vn Egyptian cobra, ( Naja hajae), raising up 
and flaring a hood. Undaunted, Sherm secured the snake and emerg ed from 
the garage to a waiting and idolatrous public to whom he pronounced the 
serpent to be merely a hognose snake (in the interest of avoiding a 
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city- wide panic) and sped away to the zoo. Evidently the escapee of a 
reptile keeper , it added a new, if not somewhat hazardous, twist to the 
hognose snake legend. 

f~mbers of the Agkis trodon gr oup seem to get tagged wi t h a lot of 
peculiar names, including their standard common names, like cotton­
mouths , coppe rheads , water mocassins , highland mocassins, chunkheads, 
trap- jaws, water snakes and so on . Experiences in eastern Kansas and 
1issouri have lead me to believe t hat there are only two varieties of 
non- venomous snake in that region, "black snakes" and " grass snakes." 
If it isn't a rattler or a rnocassin, and if it isn ' t black, then its 
just a "grass snake." That's gene ralizi ng things a bit. 

Blue racers are another thing . Although the term is usually - ap­
plied to true racers (Coluber), a great many people consider ringneck 
snakes (Diadophis) to be baby "blue racers"! The -logic escapes me. 

In the Flint Hills of Kansas , ask anyone about rattlers and they'll 
tell you plenty, all of it about "prairie rattlers." The snake in 
question is, of course, the Massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus), but t o 
those folks in the Tall Grass , they ' re prairie rattlers . People in 
Oklahoma, Texas, and extreme southwestern Kansas refer to the Has sasauga 
as a sidewinder. The same folks usually call prairie rattlers (Crotalus 
viridis) just plain old "ground rattlers." l-Ies tern diamondbacks 
(Crotalus atrox) are known as "coon tails." 

Larval salanders , usually tiger salamanders or smallmouth salaman­
ders, are invariably known as mud puppies or water dogs to avid bait 
seiners in Kansas, or for that matter, nearly anywhere. People who have 
used water dogs for bait all their lives and never came close t o a real 
Necturus would be in catfish heaven if they should ever chance to seine 
up a batch of the real things! 

It is little wonder that the general public and their numerous 
snake- tales and hometown experts do little to help the professional 
herper out to decipher the herpetofauna of a particular area. People 
love those names and half the ti@e they do sound better than those 
"officially" g iven to the animals. So let ' em keep t hose names, I say . 
If you ever argued with the local 92- yea r-old snake expert in some diml y 
lit small town tavern about the true identity of a thunder snake, you 'ld 
know it isn't worth your breath to try and steer them towards enlighten­
ment . 

KHS Newsletter No. 60 
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Sweetwater 30, Rattlesnakes Q 

Having just moved to Texas, I figured that it \vas finally time to 
go to one of the rattlesnake roundups I had heard so much about. \ve 
were aware of their existence from television, wildlife publications , 
and of course, from all of the herp society ne\vsletters we subscribe t o . 
Hy wife, Karen, was not too enthused about going , so I found a fellow 
biker from work, and we headed to Sweetwater, Texas on the evening of 8 
Harch. 

Rick and I pulled into town at about midnight, with no idea of 
where we were going to stay, or where we needed to be the next morning. 
Driving down a main drag, we paused at a stop s~gn and a muady 4-wheel 
drive Chevy pulled up along side of us. One of the three cowboys asked 
us if we knew where all of the rattlesnakes were. They were half lit, 
and completely hyped, bragging about how they were going to hunt rattle­
snakes the next day. On leaving them, we found a c onvenience store 
about to close, and \vere told we could pitch our tent d01vn the road at 
the park. 

After a night's sleep that wa s interrupted by a noisy packing 
plant, loud party-types, and a main road that was about ten feet away 
from the tent, I a \voke at 7:00a.m. to find a wet, fo ggy morning trying 
to g reet us. Getting out of the tent, it became apparent by the number 
of cars, trucks and campers that we were about a hundred yards from the 
main entrance and rally point f or the roundup. I then conv i nced Rick 
t hat he'd had enough sleep and we drove around in t h e Te xas-st y le dew , 
trying to find some place to eat. 

Wh ile driving around, we spotted a glowing sign with the greeting . 
" 1\Telcome Snake Hunters." A step-side pickup on t he side of the road 
sported a sign reading "snake catching gear for rent." This "gea r" \vas 
composed of ga rden-type sprayers filled with gasoline, pi lstrom tongs, 
and golf club-type snake hooks. A bank sign re g istered a temperature of 
53 F . The Holiday Restaurant we finally found provided us with ga wkers 
who didn't seem to like bikers, a head that \vas "out of order" where we 
tried to make ourselves presentable, and a waitress \vho couldn't have 
remembered her name with two hints . 

We got back to the rally point, which was some sort of big coloseum 
or gymnasium-type building , at about 9 a. m. As \¥e walked in, I began to 
think of hmv I was supposed to act. I mean, after all, I was go ing t o 
be the only one in there \vho knew that a rattlesnake has a purpose on 
t h is earth, and possesses beauty and a lot more brains than most of the 
people who were t here trying to catch them. 

The first thing that greeted us was a flea market atmosphe re of 
booths, where you could buy snake covered belts, boots, belt buckles, 
ties, hats, vests, key chain ornaments, hat bands, and wallets . There 
were freeze-dried snakes, snakes in resin, full tanned skins, snakes in 
striking pose, snake heads to put on your cowboy hat, and stuffed snakes 
to hold while you got your picture taken . 

Going to the center of the arena, we started to see the live, but 
sluggish cold rattlesnakes. The first "circus ring" we came to (sheet 
metal about four feet high and 15 feet across) had a "lecturer" in it 
with rattlesnakes all around his feet. He was telling everyone how the y 
(the Jaycees) had been having the rattlesnake roundups for the past 30 
years to "protect the species." The rattlesnake was a "bad snake" and 
they we re "just trying to control it." The snakes at his feet were not 
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striking at him because t hey were "used to him . " The t empe r a ture was 
still about 60 F. 

The next area had bagged rattlesnakes , caught the day before, be i ng 
milked and throtro into a 40- gal l on plastic ga r bage can, t o a depth of 
about two feet in each container . As the y t r ied to cr awl out t hey were 
bea t en back in with a snake hook . From there , the rattlesnake s we r e 
taken to a booth where they were killed and decapitated and then , if the 
snake was a male, mi lked for spe r m. The writhing snake bodies we re hung 
in front of one of the five butchers in bloody white lab coats, who ve r y 
quickly slit open the bellies and pulled the skin fr om t he corpses . The 
skins went to a t able ~vhere you could purchase them , and a "tanning 
kit , " to make your very own snake skin . 

Traveling on a r ound t he gym , we found several o t he r a r enas whe r e 
snakes we re being weighed and segrega ted by size . These tanks were 
crowded, and maybe up to one- foot deep in snakes that were not tr yi ng 
very hard to move around, let alone rattle or strike. \.Je moved on and 
finally carne to the ultimate snack boo t h , selling ba rbeque d snake mea t . 

\lli ile t a lking to one group of snake hunters, we we re t ol d of how 
one individual wa s able t o catc h 200 pounds of r attlesnakes in the 
previous two days . He was a 76- year- o ld man . 

Of all the Jaycees' "snake handlers" we neve r saw any rnacho i srn or 
any real harass ment of the snakes . They al l just seemed to have a job 
t o do and 1vould answer any ques tio ns that t he public had . There \vas no 
screaming, or people joking or jeering, just a l ot of open- mou t hed 
people in awe. 

We left t he gym at about 3 p . m. and by then there was standing room 
only . As "'e were leavi ng , one f ellmv said t o stick around because there 
would be twice as many people on Sunday . 

I' ve always wanted to go to a roundup, and I'm glad I finally went. 
It satisfied my curiosity and made me tnore aware of the importance of my 
ho bby . \.Jh ile I was there among the loca ls, I neve r had the urge to 
"open up" on t hem . It would have been like goi ng t o a foo t ball game and 
trying to convince everyone there to play go lf instead . I d i dn 't s peak 
up when t he lecturer gave some feeble explanation of why wha t his gr oup 
was doing was in t he snake's best interest. I didn ' t stuff snakes under 
my coat to save them from a senseless death . I didn't even ge t sick to 
my stomach as a yo ung man ha nd ed a gi rl half a dozen f reshl y decapi­
t a ted, writhing snake s, wh i ch she quickl y strung up and gutted. 

There we re thou sands of people t here t h is year, and t here have been 
t housands t here each yea r for the 29 previous yea rs. There's a ve r y 
good chance t ha t t he number will i ncrease nex t year, no t only i n 
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Sweetwater, but in all of t he other towns that get themselves on the map 
wi th these events . 

I'm home with my critt ers now, and have taken a closer look a t what 
my hobby really means . There \vill be more effor t to get t hose boas to 
breed. A lot mo re techniques will be tried to get that hatchling t o 
ea t. No re medicines will be tri ed t o save that sick "trash" snake. 
And, in the end , any kno\vledge that a fello\v her per needs wi ll be 
joyfully passed on . 

We've got to stick together--we're behind: 

Sweetwater- 30, Ra ttlesnakes - 0 . 

--Gary Schroeder 
Abiline , Texas 

Critical Habitats for Endangered and Threatened Herps of Kansas 

I recently attended a nongame wi ldlife workshop in Emporia and had 
the opportunity to visit with a number of people interested in protec­
ting threatened and endange red wildlife in Kansas. Most of the people 
at that meeting were not familiar with current regulations t he Fish and 
Game Commission has in place to protect listed species. To help inform 
more people of how we a re using our current regulatory authority to at 
least partially address protection of t h reatened and endangered species, 
I am providing the following information pertaining to amphibians and 
reptiles. 

Kansas ' Nongame and Endangered Species Conservation Act became 
effective in 1975 (K.S.A. 1975 Supp. 32- 501 thru 32- 510) . That act 
placed the responsibility for undertaking appropriate conservation mea­
sures for threatened and endangered species upon t he Fish and Game 
Commission. To implement this statutory direct ive, the Commission has 
promulgated t wo regulations which (1) identifies and protects those 
wildlife species considered to be threatened or endangered (K.A.R. 23 -
17- 1) and (2) establishes a mechanism to address protection of habitats 
of listed threatened and endangered species (K.A . R. 23 - 17-2). 

As with all wildlife, the key factor to consider when undertaking 
conservation measures is how to protect existing habitat. In that 
regard, regulation K. A. R. 23- 17- 2 was implemented in May , 1981. This 
regulation provides for a permit system applicable to development pro­
jects i mpacting listed species or their habitats . The regula tion ad­
dresses two categories of activities for which a permit from the Fish 
and Game Commission is required. 

Section (a) of the regulation applies to a sponsor of any project 
which involves public money, assistance from a public agency, or a 
permit from any stat e or federal a gency. The sponsor of any such pro­
ject which impacts any listed species or their habitats must obtain a 
permit from the Fish and Game Commission before any construct ion can 
start. 

Section (b) of t he regulation pertains to pr ojects that are not 
covered by Section (a). In this case, a permi t is required only if 
individual animals of listed species are di r ec tl y ha r med . Al though this 
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section does not provide protection t o habitats, neither does it apply 
to many projects since most land development activities require sowe 
type of permit or funding t hat will place them under Section (a) . 

As described in the Commission's publication, "A Plan f o r Ka nsas 
Wildlife," any habitat documented as providing the vital needs for any 
population of any species listed as threatened or endangered is con­
sidered critical habitat for such s pecies . Utilizing that definition, 
we are administering the above permit system to determine when and where 
permits a re re quired . 

Of the 24 species included on the state's threatened and endange r ed 
lists, six are herptiles. Utilizing administrative procedures author­
ized under existing statutory requirements, the Commission ha s desig­
nated critical habitats for all six s pecies . The reader i~ cautioned 
that designation of critical habitats is a dynamic process . As we ga in 
information about each listed species and their habitat needs, modifica­
tion of the designated areas will be made . For an u p-to-t he- minute 
listing of critical habitats, interested persons must contact the 
Commission's Environmental Services Section , Route 2, Box 54A, Pratt, KS 
67124 (phone 316-672-5911 ext. 198). The current critical habitats for 
Kansas ' listed herptiles are as follows: 

Alligator Snapping Tur tle ( t'!acroclemys temmincki) 

We have been unable to verify that a viable population of this 
threatened turtle exists in Kansas . Howeve r, due to past collections of 
skeletal remains, we feel a sparse population likel y occurs in the 
Neosho and Cottonwood Rivers. There may also be a few animals in the 
lower Arkansas River, but no recent verified collections or sightings 
have been made. Crit ical habitats for alligator snapping turtles are 
currently listed as: 

( 1) The main stem Cottomvood River from the Kansas Turnpike cross­
ing to its confluence with the Neosho River, all in Lyon Coun­
ty, and 

(2) The main stem Neosho Rive r from the I-35 crossing t o the 
Lyon-Coffey county line, all in Lyon County . 

Northern Crawfish Fr og (Rana aerolata circulosa) 

Collections of this threatened frog have been made in t hirteen 
eastern Kansas counties since 1910, with most bei ng made between 1920 
and 1980 . Unfo rtunately, the animal seems to have disappeared from many 
of the habit a ts where it formerly occurred. Currently, the onl y desig­
nated critical habitat for northern crawf ish frog is: 

All lowland wet meadow and wetland \vi thin Section 18 , Tl3S, R20E , 
Douglas County. 
Hetland. 

This area is commonly re ferred to as t he Ha s kell 

Cave Salamander (Eurycea lucifuga) 
Gra ybelly Salamander (Eurycea multiplicata) 

Grotto Salamander (Typhlotriton spelaeus) 

These three endange red cave-dwelling salamanders occur in the Oza r k 
Plateau region of Cherokee County . The current designated critical 
habitat for all three salamanders includes : 

All caves and associated spring flows within t ha t portion of Chero-
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kee County encircled by a line beginning on U. S . Highway 166 at the 
Kansas - Nissouri border, then extending along U.S . 166 to Kansas 
Highway 26, then along K- 26 to its junction with the half - section 
line near the center of Section 26, T34S, R25E, then directly east 
to the Kansas- t1issouri border, then south along the border to its 
starting point on U.S . 166 . 

Central Newt (Notophthalmus viridescens louisianensis ) 

The only recent collections of t his endangered salamander have been 
made in Cherokee County . The current critical habitat for the central 
newt is: 

All moist wooded bottomlands occurring in that portion 6£ Che r okee 
County lying south and east of a line starting on the Kansas ­
Hissouri border at the NE c orne r of Section 36, T32S, R25E , then 
ex tending west along t he section line to its junction with county 
road F.A.S. 1791, then along F.A.S. 1791 t o its junction with U. S . 
Highway 69, then south along U.S. 69 to its junction with U.S. 
Highway 66, the along U.S. 66 to its junction with the Kansas ­
Oklahoma border. 

Administration of the K. A. R. 23-17- 2 permit program is handled by 
the Commission's Environmental Services Section. Persons interested in 
obtaining a copy of a pamphlet detailing the permit program s hould 
contact the ES Section at Route 2, Box 54A, Pratt, KS 6 7124, Phone 316 -
672-591 1 , Ext . 198. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

--Robert D. Wood 
Wildlife Ecologist 
Envi ronmental Services Section 
Kansas Fish & Game 
Box 54A, Rural Route 2 
Pra tt, Kansas 67124 

Palmer, Joan. 1983. Reptiles and Amphibians . Blandford Press, Dorset, 
England. 94 pp., black & white photos . Price: $6.95 plus $1.25 
postage and handling. Available from Sterling Publishing Company, 
Inc., Two Park Avenue, New York, New York 10016 . 

This book is intended to be a guide for beginners, and it starts 
out with a wise caution not to run righ t out and buy the first snake you 
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see, but to approach the whole ma tter of herp keeping with t hought and 
planning . The extremely short introduction to re ptiles and amphibians 
contains several irritating errors (no mention of caecilians, says 
venomous snakes inject venom "into the victim' s bloodstream," etc . ) but 
the discussion of the preliminary considerations of housing, feedin g , 
and caring for a captive animal that follows is excellent. Palmer 
mentions the importance of keeping written records and considering the 
long-term economic commitment you make to a captive animal . 

The second chapter launches into keeping newts and salamanders. 
Her taxonomy is way out of date (Diernictylus vi ridescen s ins t ead of 
Notophthalmus viridescens, for instance), but she provides what seems to 
be good, solid, and specific information on tempe rature and food re ­
quirements for a variety of species. The chap ter on frogs and toads is 
also quite good, again with info rmation on a variety of species. 

Chapter 4 deals with crocodilians, which Palmer points out are not 
suitable for beginners. She does give some information about them, 
however. The next chapter, dea ling with chelonians, is very detailed, 
including a discussion on breeding captive turtles and caring for the 
yo ung. The chapter on lizards follows the same pattern as the others, 
wi th a warning to "remember to study the natural history of your chosen 
pet before furnishing and planting its aqua ri um ." The chapter on snakes 
is rather short, but contains mo re information on diseases than for the 
other animals . Chapter 8 is "Recording and Conserving in the \Vild," and 
contains material rarely brought before the beginner in a book on keep­
ing captive animals. Declining populations, protected species, and the 
ethics of taking an i mals from t he wild a re all discussed in a well­
balanced presentation . The book concludes with short chapters on ob­
taining animals, he rpetological societies, and legislation . There is a 
list of addresses of major societies and offices in the U. K. and the 
U.S., and a list of references. 

For a book designed for beginners, a lot of information is packed 
into its 94 pages. Aside from some over- generalizations and errors in 
the introductory material to some chapters, the content is quite good, 
and I think most herp keepers would find it useful. It is excellent a s 
a book for beginners, and one that anyone interested in captive herps 
should consider acquiring. 

--John E. Simmons 
11useurn of Na tural History 
University of Kansas 
Lat.,rrence, Kansas, 6604 5 

Phelps, Tony. 1981 . Poisonous Snakes . Blandford Press, Dorset, 
England . 237 pp, color and black & whi te photographs, and line 
drawings. Price: $9 .95 plus $1 .25 postage and handling . Avail­
able from Sterling Publishing Company, Inc., Two Park Avenue, 
New York , New York 10016 . 

This well-illustrated book begins with an attempt to summarize 
prevalent opinions concerning the classification of venomous snakes . 
This can get t o be a very sticky area, but the author does a reasonable 
job wi th his presentation, considering how confusing it can all become. 
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He provides a long listing of scientific names of venomous snakes with 
their known distributions . 

Three chapters are devoted to discussion of the vario us venomous 
snakes by genus or group . The information provided is quite varied, 
ranging from distribution to reproduction to color patterns. Of special 
interest to North American readers will be the emphasis on Old \..Jo rld 
venomous snakes such as Atheris, Cerberus, or t~lpolon that we do not 
hear much about . The author includes a lot of ancedotes from his own 
experience with various species. 

Chapter 6 , Habits and Behaviour, is definately oriented t owa rds 
European species, which again the No rth American reader will find inter­
esting . This chapter is of broad enough coverage to be a good summary 
of the habits and behavior of most venomous snake~ worldwide . It would 
have been nice if Phelps had included more references than he did for 
those who wish to do further reading on particular topics. 

The chapter on snakebite includes information on venom extraction 
and venom content, ~vith a brief explanation of what the various compo­
nents of it do. The section dealing with snakebite and humans is very 
short, pointing out flaws in available snakebite statistics, and includ­
ing some rather gory photos of the damag e venomous snakes will do. 

Chapter 8 is "Snakes and Man." A few of the more col o rful figures 
in popular herpetology are mentioned, and such things as snake charming 
very briefly discussed. Chapter 9, "Poisonous Snakes in Captivity," 
begins with a discussion of antivenin which should reall y be in the 
chapter on snakebite. After stating that "I cannot appreciate \vhy 
anyone should want to keep a rattlesnake or puff adder in a domestic 
situation," Phelps does provide a good overview of the process of ob­
taining venomous snakes for zoo and laboratory purposes, the importance 
of captive breeding, the basics of housing requirements for captive 
venomous snakes, and includes some tips on breeding and handling. 

The last chapter, "In the Field," is the best. Phelps presents a 
good introduction to field study, gives an interesting list of "cr iteria 
for studying snake populations" in the field, describes field equipment 
and its uses, and then tells you how to catch some 15 specific kind s of 
snakes. Neve r having had the opportunity to field-collect a king c obra 
or a mamba, I can't comment on his technique for them, but for t he 
Western diamondback rattlesnake he says " ... wait until snake moves off 
then pin the neck region with stout L stick. Take the tail •vith the 
other hand, keeping the head at bay. Then lift the snake out at arm's 
length and drop into wire-ringed bag . Twist and tie ... " Hell, that's 
certainly not the way I do it... How to handle venomous snakes is one 
thing that really cannot be learned from reading. You must go out with 
someone who has the experience to explain why they do things the way 
they do them. 

Appendix I contains a very useful table of principle sources of 
antivenin, which species they are good for, and where to buy them from. 
Appendix II is an "Emergency procedure for dealing with snakebite ..... 
compiled by a physician with the Liverpool School of Tropical tledicine. 
It contains little useful information. t-'luch better is Russel's Snake 
Venom Poisoning , if you can afford it. 

There is also a glossary, short bibliography, and index. 
The quality of the illustrations varies quite a bit. The line 

drawings are all very good, as are the black & white photographs . The 
color photos (33 on 16 pages) range from poor (Cottonmouth) to pretty 
good (Eyelash Viper). 
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All in all, this is a good introduc ti on to venomous snakes , espe­
cia lly Old Wo rld s pecies, especi a lly those of Europe . It i s well­
written and of t en enter t aining . tly chief complaint is that some of the 
informa tion presented is found in so many o t he r sources t ha t it is a 
pity the author didn 't us e that space to communicate something new . 

If you need a good gene r a l refe rence \vo rk on venomous snakes, this 
is a bargain for the price . 

Gian t Snakes in the News 

--John E. Simmons 
Museum of Na tural His t o r y 
University of Kansa s 
Lawrence, Kansas 66045 

Whi le keeping an eye ou t fo r herp-related news r ecentl y , I came 
across the June 1985 issue of Sports Af ield . It is an issue '"o rth 
checking out. Unlike the usual spri ng and earl y summer fare of snake 
articles t hat abound i n magazines of t h is variety , t his one deals with 
g iant snakes, t he boas and pythons . No r mally , the outdoor magazines 
tell us all that \.Je don't need to know about rattlers and moccasins 
fouling up fishing trips and such , along with helpful hints for home 
s urgeons who wish to hack up snake-bitten hunting par t ners . 'Jo t so this 
time . The article is most outstanding for the illus trations i t 
uses ... tasteful pen and ink washes t hat are of amazingly good quality 
and style. Unfortunatel y , they a r e captioned wit h excerpts from t he 
tex t and the one under the Af rican Rock Python (Python sebae) is actu­
ally describing a Reticulated Python . The text itself is fai rl y run-of­
the- mill g iant snake information, most of it accur ate except t he par t 
t hat says African Rock Pythons of 32 feet i n length a re not uncommon! I 
wish I knew \vhere they were! I was es pecially dra\m to t his art icle by 
t he men tion of t he maximum lengths and the re \va r d (now $50 , 000) offe red 
by the New Yo rk Zoolog ical Society fo r a 30- foot long specimen of any 
type . Since I wa s only boa- bait I have harbored a sec r et ambit ion to 
le ad an e xpedition to the Amazon to capture t he larges t Anaconda of t hem 
all and I ' ve spent many a night scheming as to how t o a ccomplish this . 
Rolf Blombe r g 's book, Lost Go ld and Anacondas , told of his similar 
ambitions, and I ' ve read and reread my copy of this rare old t ex t t o 
tatters . 

\Vell, back to the matter at hand . I found t he entire a rticle worth 
r eading even if the information \vas very basic and only slightly out of 
focu s now and t hen . If you find yoursel f lurking along Kansas streams 
imagining every water snake to be an Anaconda or if you just lurk about 
you r home draped in boas you should grab a co py of t he June issue of 
Sports Af ield and enjoy it! 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor, 

I just finished reading the KHS tTe\vsletter No. 59 for Ha rc h , 198 5. 
I read "Some Helpful Hints for Herp Keepers" with a great deal of 
interest. I was pleased to see your Editor 's note following this arti­
cle regarding your philosophy on keeping "hot" snakes in captivity in 
private collections. 

I agree that there is no justification for private citizens main­
taining dangerous animals, especially exotic venomous snake s in their 
homes. But I disagree with your assessment that should an individual be 
bitten t he problem is their's and their's alone . As a member of t he 
American Association of Zoological Parks and Aquariums An tivenin I ndex 
Committee and as an experienced Emergency Medical Technician, I am 
acutely aware of t he processes involved in attempting to treat vic tims 
of venomous snakebites . The victim of an envenomation has not only a 
personal problem, but becomes an acute problem for those individuals and 
institutions who will be asked to respond to attempt to treat and per­
haps save the life of the individual. In many cases, the victim of an 
exotic snake envenomation will enter into a medical care system which 
may call upon the resources of zoos and institutions who keep supplies 
of antivenin on hand for the protection of their staff. Those institu­
tions may be asked to commit part or all of their antivenin supply for a 
g iven species to one individual that is not a part of the profession 
arena of keeping snakes in captivit y . The acquisi tion and stocking of 
exotic antivenin comes at considerable expense and time for institu­
tions, because as you are well aware, all such antivenins must be 
imported from foreign countries and there are numerous bureaucratic 
hurdles that must be surmounted. Each vial of antivenin may cost any­
t.;rhere from ten to thirty or forty dollars, so the victim of an exotic 
envenomation may use up to several hundred dollars worth of antivenin 
from any given institution. In addition, the hospital staff will e xpend 
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a grea t deal of energy at tempting t o sort through the options for caring 
for this most unusual emergency situation, as will any of several 
consultants t hat may be called in to assis t. The bitten individual will 
probably lose wo rk time and will a lso be the subject of much anguish 
from friends and relatives during the r ecupe r a tion period , if t he pa ­
tient survives at all . 

So I t hink you can see that in addition t o the danger t o i nnoc ent 
bystanders and visi t ors to the citizen's horne , t here is a g rea t deal of 
trouble and expense t hat comes from other peop le who may be as ked to 
attend to the envenomated victim. It is well known in zoo circles tha t 
of t hose zoos which maintain stocks of exotic antivenin , the cha nces a r e 
quite high tha t the antivenin will be used no t for a member of the zoo 
staff bu t rather for a private citizen who was accidently or sometimes 
i nten tionally envenomated by one of his "pets." 

Now let me step down from the soapbox . I enj oy read ing t he KHS 
Newsletter each time it makes its way around the Zoo off ice . I t pr o­
vides an interesting and concise format f o r keeping up to da t e on sig­
nificant herp ne ws . Keep up the good \·mrk . 

A FI NAL \JO RD FROH THE EDITOR .•. 

Ron Kaufman 
Zoo Educa tion Coordinato r 
Topeka Zoological Pa r k 
Topeka, Kansas 

lvell, its that time again , the sure signs of summer are here . Just 
before this issue \vent to press , I received a clipping of an article 
from the Osawatomie Gr aphic . The photo shows a woman holding a huge 
bullsnake, and t he article goes like this: 

Even standing on tiptoe and reaching , Haxine Holderma n of 
Parker wasn't tall enough to streach out her treasure--a 7-
foot -long, 6- pound bull snake . !irs . Holderman killed t he snake 
while mowing in a pasture near Pa r ker . She said t he gold and 
brown snake was glistening in the sun and attempted to kill it 
by running over it with the movler. \~hen that failed, she 
stunned it by running over its head \vit h a tra ctor wheel, go t 
off t he tractor and killed it with a piece of board . Befo re 
bringing the snake to Osawatomie to show it t o her grandchil­
dren, she fri ghtened all her neighbors by driving through t he 
streets of Parker on her mini-bike wit h the snake draped ar ound 
her neck . 

What can you say? I hope she enjoys poisoning mice and wa tching 
the rabbits eat her garden this summer. 

Thanks for help wi t h the last issue goes to Thomas Moore , Tim 
Noble , and Joe Collins. 

IF YO U HAVE NOT PAID YOUR 1985 DUES you will be dro pped f r om t he 
mailing lis t before the next issue of the KHS Newsletter . Plea se, don't 
let t hat happen to you . 
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